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Gentlemen, 

F I Jhould fay, that the obliging Manner of your 
requefiing me to fend this Sermon, fucb as it is, 
into the World, does not afford me fome Comply 
cency, I Jhould offend againfi Truth. 

Not that either my Temper, or Abilities, difpofe me 
to publick Appearance : But your candid Acceptance of 
my Services encourages me to hope, that my Miniftry 
may not be altogether unfuccefsful in this large and po- 
pulous Town. And a greater Satisfaction, I think* 
cannot, on this Side the Grave, Jill the Breajl of a 
Chriftian Paftor-, ejpecially at a Time, when qux 
Religion, as profeffed #nd eftabhJhtH in Purity u.> t<*- 



IV 

gethcr with its facred Head and Defender, not only 
malign' d and undermin'dy but resolutely and contemptu- 
cujly invaded by the fierce Sons of Violence. 

That our own Town has not fuffered, otherwife than 
by its Intereji in the Lojfes and Miferies of others, and 
a generous Fellow-feeling, when its Opulence, Influ- 
ence, and Dignity, confpir'd to tempt and invite the 
Enemy towards it, under God, is owing, if not to the 
Infatuation of our Adverfaries, to the Vigilance, "Zeal^ 
and early Refolutions, which appeared fo feafonably 
within thefe Walls : And Jince the late Cloud has not 
burjl direUly over our Head, henceforward all Caufe 
cf hear, on this, or any fuch-like Occajlon, in our Days 
at leoft, if not to remoteft Time, will, I truft, with 
the fame propitious Providence, and our own Unani- 
mity, be Sufficiently banifhed by our numerous Army, 
(whofe Health and Accommodation has beet* fo care* 
fully, ccnfultcd) under the animating Command of His 
Mcijefty Himfelf, or His Heroick Son, the Delight and 
Darling of the People, the high Honour of whofe Pre- 
face, within thefe our Limits, we pleafe ourf elves with. 
expeffing, if the Publick Welfare fhall allow him to in- 
dulge us fo great a Favour: However, let Poflerity 
profit it f df by every Circumfiance, whether Prosperous 
or Adverfe, of all preceeding Generations. 

And let the prefent Age, as Duty requires, fee 
the Hand, and own the guardian Care of Heaven in, 
its repeated Prefervation and ProteSion of the Royal 
Bleed -, always foremojl. in the Place of Danger, and 
the Scene cf Aftion : For which Caufe, I cannot but 
rejoice to hear, and congratulate others, that our anxi- 
ous Fears for a precious Life are* in fome Degree, 
abated, by the prudent Submiffion of a Remainder of 
our Foes •, who have already given the Nation more 

them abundant Trouble. But I forbear toag* 

gravate the Crimes of the Guilty. 

Sa 



So may our Youthful and Intrepid Warrior put to 
Flight, and triumph over, all his Father 9 s and bis 
Country* s Enemies. 

And now, Gentlemen, to my RefpeSlful Thanks for 
the many Civilities and Obligations for which I ft and 
indebted to y our f elves and the reft of the Inhabitants of 
this Corporation, permit me to add my Jincere Wifhes 
and Prayers, for the Continuance and Increafe of all 
Happinefs to Them and You, both in your Publick and 
Private Capacities \ and to declare, that in all good 
Offices, I am, 



Your obedient, and 



Very bumble Servant 3 



tho. turnor; 




SERMON, &c. 




St Matt. vi. 16. 

Moreover, when ye /aft, he not as 

the Hypocrites. 

£0 reconcile ourfelvesuntoGoD,and 
i to implore, firft the Forgivenefs, 
: and then the Favour of Heaven, is 
the Intention of every Aft of Hu- 
miliation, whether Perfonal or Na- 
tional. 
That G o d is always ready, upon, 
the unfeigned Repentance of his Creatures, to pals 
an A<ft 01 total Oblivion and Indemnity, is the holy 
Comfort and happy Privilege of a corrupted Nature,. 
founded on the gracious Promife of Truth itfelf, 
declaring, that I will be merciful to their UnrighteeuJ- 
nefs, and their Sim and their Iniquities I will remem- 
ber no more. This his Promife, he who is faithful,. 
and cannot deviate from his own efiential Perfections, 
will no doubt ever perform. The Danger and Dif- 
ficulty lies within ourfelves, in not preparing and 
qualifying ourfelves for His Mercy, who is mighty 
to fave, as well as to deftroy. 
Out Duty therefore it is, with loweft Proftration, 
3.A v* 
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Co fupplicate the Mercy, and deprecate the Ven- 
geance of the Sovereign of the whole World, that 
he may be watchful over us for Good, and not for 
Evil. 

To this Purpofe are we now affembled, by the 
pious Command of Authority : And as by Sinceri- 
ty we anlwer, or by Hypocrily fruftrate the Defign 
of this Solemnity, we fhall derive upon us a Blef- 
fing, or a Curfe. To obtain the former, and to a- 
vert the latter^ by a juft Difcharge of our prefent 
Employment, let us obferve what fpecial Adts are 
fuitable to, and conftitute this Day of publick Con- 
trition. 

. Now, becayfe each Individual beft knows, and is 
accountable for his own Crimes, by which he con- 
tributes his fad Proportion to the publick Stock, ag- 
gravating and accumulating the common Load of 
Guilt, ahd thereby inflaming the Wrath of God, 
it is fit that we arraign ourfelves firft, and confefs 
the Depravity of our own Hearts \ that by impartial, 
or rather diftinguifhed, Severity on ourfelves, we, be- 
ing converted and reformed, may more effe&ually 
promote and confirm the Amendment of others : 
For what Change can be wrought; in the Commu- 
nity, but as the feveral Parts, which form the Whole, 
do, every one for hirpfelf, concur to produce it ? 
Confcious of the Malignity of his own Breaft, into 
which none but the Eye of Omnifcience can pene- 
trate, though our external Aftions may expofe us 
to the Cenfure, or befpeak the Candour of our Fel- 
low-creatures, every particular Man may, and muft, 
in Times of Danger and Trouble more efpecially, 
approach the Throne of Grace, and appeafe the in- 
cenfed Deity, by his own perfonal Confeflion and 
Confufion of Face •, or in vain will the colleftive Bo- 
dy expedt God's propitious Afped, and the Light 
of his Countenance. But, fofafmuch as an explicit^ 
Enumeration and Acknowledgement of pur own pe- 

culia^ 
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culiar Offences is neither proper nor practicable in 
the Offices calculated and framed for publick and 
joint Service, which are therefore compofed in ge- 
neral Terms, that all may unite with a ready Har- 
mony, and will nqt admit Diverfity, or Singularity 
of Cafes, it will be requifite to appropriate fome Por* 
tion of Time, previous and fubfequent to our pu- 
blick Concourfe, to pour forth our Souls in peniten- 
tial Privacy; to recount our numerous Crimes, 
which, if heinous and wilful, and truly repented of, 
will be fure to occur, and ftare us in the Face ; or, 
in the Language of the Royal Pfalmift, himfelf a 
deep Penitent* to be ever before us ; to lament and 
deteft the former, and to renounce the future Com- 
miflion of them ; to delineate them in their full Di-> 
menfions, by all the heightening Circumftances of 
Obftinacy and Ingratitude, with which we offended 
^gainft greater Light, Advantages and Obligations ; 
and, with full Abhorrrei^ce, to follicit the Re- 
miffion of them for His Sake, who came not to call 
the Righteous^ but Sinners to Repentance : To which 
we muft add, as indeed it naturally follows, a firm 
and inviolable Purpofe of conquering, or controll- 
ing at leaft* every Imagination that exalt eth it f elf a- 
bove all that is called God : But chiefly muft we ru- 
minate on the Sin that does fo eafily beiet us ; to 
which, by inward Difpofition, or outward Tempta- 
tion, we have fallen, $nd perhaps may again fall (luch 
is Infirmity, and the Frailty of Refolution) a fre- 
quent Sacrifice. 

Thus far advanced, to the Support of our feeble 
and fickle Refolves, we fhould call in the Affiftance 
of powerful Contemplation on the Turpitude, the 
Danger, and the final Iffue of Sin ; on the Honour, 
the Safety, and the glorious Rewards of Virtue; and, 
by holy Vows, modeft and full of Jealoufy, not /an- 
guine, enfharing, and prefumptuous, engage ov£ 
felves to ourfelves, by a wife Circumfpe#i oil * ne & 
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to repeat what the Mind has fo earneftly and pathe- 
tically repented of ; which to perform, witli all the 
Fervour of Affe&ion* which a Senfe of our own Im- 
potence, and the Riches of G o d's Mercy can in- 
toire, we muft invoke that Grace, which is able ta 
lubdue all Things to itfelf. 

Such a Conduft and Behaviour will, in no fmall 
Degree, anfwer and fecure the Defign of this our 
folemn and occafional Meeting, and fanftify the 
Adt ; whereas a cool Acquiefcence, or Concurrence* 
in the common Compunftion, to which we fubfcribe 
only in concert with others, creates no lafting or live- 
ly Influence ; has its chief Exiftence in the Head* 
and fcarce reaches the Heart at all. Some faint Im- 
preflions may poffibly be made ; but, languid and 
lhallow as they are, they are foon effaced. If we 
hate to be reformed, and retain a latent Attachment 
to the Errpr of our Ways, can our Prayer obtain 
any Audience from Him, who fearcheth the very 
Heart and Reins ? The external, ceremonial Obfer- 
vation of any ritual and religious Injunftion, may 
acquit us, indeed, from the Guilt of fcandalous Pro-* 
phanenefs, and an open Violation and Contempt of a- 
ny Inftitution, but can never enroll us in the Number 
of thofe, who, in the Difcharge of every Precept, 
do it heartily as unto the Lord. Hence the Ineffi- 
cacy and Rejeftion of the Jewifb Performances ; 
which were fuperficial only, and not levelled at the 
Root of Sin : Notwithftanding their outward De- 
jedion and mournful Deportment, their Heart re- 
mained unaltered* and their Appetite for their Vices 
was as keen as ever. It is the Teftiijiony God 
himfelf has given of them ; 7" hearkened^ fays he, r 
and beard, but they /pake not aright ; no Man re* 
pented him of his Wickednefs y faying y What have I 
done ? But they turned every one to bis Courfe % as the 
Horfe rujheth inio the Battle. 

W herein confifted the Defedt of their Carriage ? 

Ma- 
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Manifeftly in this : Their Minds continued under 
the fame former Obduration : No Self-examination* 
left they fhould awaken their Confciences, and di- 
fturb their Peace ; but, without Check or Controul* 
regardlefs of the Peril, or the Confequence, they u- 
niverfally praftifed the fame Tranfgreffions, and in- 
hanced their Provocations. Probably, if not un* 
queftionably, all concurred, without Scruple or Re-» 
ferve, to publifli and bewail the deplorable Conditi- 
on, and the enormous Guilt of a State immerfed in. 
Sin •, becaufe, all equally confeffing themfclves in-» 
volved in the general Sentence, no Reproach could 
feften itfelf on one more than another: But few, if 
any, had the Humility, Courage and Sincerity, to 
lay, each within himfelf, Thou art the Man ; The 
Refult of which was, that, inftead of pacifying oti 
propitiating offended Juftice, they increafed the 
Meafure of their Iniquities, and added this unto all 
their Sins, that what fhould have been a Means of 
their Converfion, ftrengthened their Continuance in 
Rebellion. 

Having thus, in the firft Place, a feeling Senfe of 
bur own manifold Unworthinefs, — Charity, and the 
Love of Souls, as well as our own Intereft in the 
Sins of others, which may bring down the promit 
cuous Judgments of G o d upon us in this World, 
require us ferioufly and tenderly to lay to Heart the 
Faults and Follies of others ; in a diftinguifhed Man* 
ner, the more flagrant Crimes of every Clafe and 
Station of Life, which call louder for Vengeance* 
and expofe us to heavier Wrath : Not that we muft 
dare to ftigmatize any individual with deferved, 
much left with undeferved Reproach. This were 
to infult and triumph, ivhere we mean to condole 
and deplore ; and with thtPbarifee, to confefs, not our 
own, but other Mens Sins ; contrary to that empha- 
jtick Advice, Let him that is without Sin, that is 9 

vaii* 
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maculate Purity of the divine Majefty, who is a 
jealous God, and will not always ftrive with Man, 
we muft, with holy and unwearied Vehemence, af- 
fwage his Wrath, and fo wreftlc with him, as not 
to fuffcr him to go from us, until he grant us the 
Requeft of our Lips ; until he lay afide his whole 
Difpleafure, and affume his former, unmerited, 
and ill-requited Mercy. How do the Ancient Ser- 
vants of G o d, whole Names are tranfmitted to us 
with illuftrious Ptaife, deprecate the fiery Indigna* 
tion of the living God upon their Days of profefs'd 
Humiliation ? With what Succefs and Acceptance, 
if not defeated by the Obftinacy and Impenitence of 
incorrigible Sinners, the exprefs Command of the Al- 
mighty for this their Pra&ice does fufficiendy declare. 
The Trumpet is enjoined to give its Sound : All 
Orders of Men are fummoned to appear with mu- 
tual Readinefs and united Confent : But chiefly die 
Man of God, whofe Duty it is to intercede, as for 
himfelf, fo for the People alfo, has it in Charge to 
mourn in the Bitternefs of his Soul, and with earneft 
Cogency to deprecate and deplore the Ignominy, the 
Mifery, and Servility of Heathen Tyranny and Fo- 
reign Bondage : He is inftruded to urge even the 
Honour of God himfelf in their Behalf, to dafh the 
triumphant Infolence of their Adverferies. Where- 
fore fhould they upbraid us with the Defertion of 
our God, on whofe fpecial Prc&nce or near Ap- 
proach we were commanded ever to rely ? and 
wherefore fhould they with derifive Scorn make their 
infulting Queftion, where is mw their God ? To 
fuch Dire&ion conformable was the Behaviour of 4|t 
Prieft and People ; but with what Sincerity and In- 
tegrity, the facred Hiftory, in which their Defe&ion 
after fo many Deliverances Hands fo frequently re- 
corded, does too amply inform us : However, from 
their foul and repeated Revolts, let us learn Con- 

ftancy 
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ftancy and unfhaken Steadinefs to our God and 
Saviour. 

It is true indeed in fome Cafes, God abfolutely 
difcourages all further Application in his Saints : 
But then the Decree is peremptory, and the Sentence 
abfolute. Thus Mofes, willing to place his Foot on 
the promifed Land, follicits the divine Favour and 
Permiflion* but meets with this hafty Reply, 
Speak no more to me of this Matter. And in another 
Cafe we read, that neither the Prayers nor the 
Righteoufnefs of Noah, Daniel, and Job, fhould 
avail further than to the Benefit and Refcue of 
themfelves: In Kke manner, Gop forbids the Pro- 
phet Jeremy to interpofe any more for the ftubborn 
IfraeUtes •, therefore, pray not thou for tins People, 
neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them \ neither wafo 
Intercejfion to me, for J will not hear the&. 

But thefe fpecial Exceptions argue the general 
Prevalence of the effe&ual fervent Prayer of a 
righteous Man. With good Reafon therefore, and 
in humble Confidence, that God will again be 
intreated, ought we to addrefs his fupreme Good- 
nefs, and with the utmoft Ardour or Affe&ion to 
implore his tender Mercy; not for any inherent 
Excellency arrogated to ourfelves, but for the Ma- 
nifeftationof his own ineffable and tranfeendent Ber- 
fe&ions 5 afcribing with all Humility every happy 
Succefs, not to our own Sword or to our own Arm* 
but to his Right-hand, and his Arm v and the Light 
of his Countenance, becaufe he had a Favour unto. 
us. 

To tfiefe our Petitions in general, for the Pardon, 
and Protection of Him who is our only Help, we 
muft add our particular Prayers for our Sovereign - t 
that Go,d would adorn him with every Grace and 
Chriftian Virtue ; that he would commiffion his. 
Angel to encamp round about him, to fhield and 
defend him fron> the fecret Treachery of the Perfi- 

B 2 dious. 



dious, or the daring Attemps of open HoftiKty. 
The former, as fecret, Time and the Providence of 
God, which brings to light the hidden Things of 
Darknefs, muft difcover. But furely a more auda- 
cious Attempt of determined Hoftility than the pre- 
fent Rebellion can never engage our Attention, ex- 
cite our Vigilance, and provoke our Indignation. 

We have feen thefe Dominions, not only alarmed 
with Fears, and threatened with Invafions, but thefe 
Mei\aces executed, and (with Grief and to our Re- 
proach I fay it) promoted by domeftick Concur- 
rence. We have feen one Part of the united King- 
dom, as it were, fnatched out of his Majefly's 
Hands, tho* for a Seafon only ; with this mortifying 
Circumftance, that at the fame Time, in the only 
Conflict of Moment which has yet happened, our 
Troops were fpeedily and wonderfully defeated, by 
what Fatality I know not. We have feen a neigh- 
bouring Barrier Town made an eafy Prey to the 
fame fuccefsful Adverfary, penetrating of late into 
the veiy Heart of our Land •, harraffing our Armies* 
and opprefling our Country, by vexatious Trouble 
and grievous Exaftions, as Caprice, Refentment or 
Neceffity, were pleafed to diftate ; arid perhaps 
once bending their Courfe, and advancing their hafty 
Steps, even to the Metropolis itfelf, thp 5 happily pre- 
vented by the prudent Vigilance and unwearied La- 
bour of our Princely Commander, whofe engaging 
Example, firft Abroad, and now at Home, has fo 
fecured the Hearts and infpired the Minds, as of the 
Nation in general, fo efpecially of the Military Part 
of it, as that nothing, we may reafonably prefume, 
will be wanting to affift and forward him in the Ra- 
pidity of his Purfuit, and in his eager Intention of an 
ample Vengeance. 

Not that I chufe to decree a Triumph before the 
Conqueft : Our Sins, for which we are now hum- 
bling ourfelves, bid us rather fear than prefume: 

And 
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I 

And the Uncertainty of Martial Events makes it Pru- 
dent at all Times for him that girdeth on the Har- 
nefs, not to boaft himfelf as he that putteth it off : 
But I fpeak the Warmth of my Affeftion, and the 
Language of Defire : For, till the offending and re- 
bellious Rou^ lay down their Arms, and proftrate 
themfelves before the Throne they havefonotoriouf- 
ly infulted, I hope there is fcarce an EngUJb Breaft, 
(I would willingly fay, I hope there are few Briftjb 
Breads, compared with the Bulk of the People, thofe 
of Wealth and Dignity efpecially) which does not 
feel itfelf inflamed with Enmity implacable towards 
them. 

What different Sentiments an early Submiflion 
may yet produce, it is not my Province to deter- 
mine: That Judgment would be tempered with 
Mercy, we may, with Modefty, if not with Confi- 
dence, expeft, from the Genius and Lenity of our 
Clime, exemplified by the reigning Family, almoft 
to a Degree of Faultinefs and Excefs, as Experience, 
and the prefent ungrateful Returns of Perfidy, un^- 
happily, and abundantly prove. 

But ftill, no doubt, Juftice will demand fome 
Recompence for the Blood already fpilt •, for the 
Havock and Devaftation fpread, and fo fenfibly 
felt through many Places; and for the flagrant In- 
dignity offered to our Sovereign •, whofe Martial Spi- 
rit and diftinguiihed Behaviour, in the firft Stage of 
Manhood, and in his more advanced Years, with 
his prefent fix*d Refolution, to defend the Sceptre 
with the Sword to his lateft Breath, argue a Mind 
lenfible of Injury, and jealous of his Honour. 

Neverthelefs, from this, and every other Inftance 
of the Frailty of earthly Greatnefs, his Royal Heart 
will, I truft, extraft this Good at leaft, of which 
no human or infernal Malice can deprive him, (and 
a full Compenfation it will prove for any temporal 
Evil, how pungent foever and affliftive) that he 
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will, more and more, afpire after an eternal and un- 
fading Crown of Glory, referved in the Heavens » 
and, from the juft and fharp Emotions of Anger* 
which to be fure he feels, from the Violation of his 
Right, and the Defiance of his Authority, that his 
Zeal will rife in equal Proportion, and perpetually 
burn with a pious, not perfecuting, Flame, for the 
Honour and Service of Him, by whom Kings reign, 
and Princes decree Juftice. 

However, while we remember him that fitteth 
on the Throne, we muft not forget him that fitteth 
on the Dunghill : My Meaning is ; to render this 
our Devotion acceptable, and to procure a Return 
to our Prayers, we muft acquit ourfelves with due 
Companion and Relief to the Indigent and Diftref- 
fed. To this godly Stratagem the Scripture refers 
us in a peculiar Manner, when under *the Appre- 
henfion of impending Danger, in that folema, but 
.affe&ionate Advice, to break off our Sins by Rigbte- 
cufnefs, and our Iniquities^ by Jhewing Mercy to the 
Pocr^ if it may be a lengthening of our Tranquility : 
As if it had been faid, nothing can poflibly inter- 
pofe between you and Punifhment, but fpeedy and 
cffe&ual Repentance, manifeft in its genuine Fruit, 
the Love and Service of our forlorn Neighbour. 

This will not only procure us a fmall Reprieve, 
or Procraftination ot our Sentence, but may obtain, 
a full Pardon, and wholly conciliate our moft wor- 
thy Judge eternal. He is always ready,, till the 
Meafure of our Sins is really full, and the Day of 
Vengeance can no longer tarry, to meet our firft 
Approaches, and to diveft himfelf, on our further 
Advances, of all his Refentment. 

What Share this fingle Virtue of Charity may 
. claim in procuring the Continuance of divine Good- 
nefs towards us, notwithftanding the heinous Pro- 
vocations of Profanenefs, Hypocrify, Infidelity, 
and all its Train of Vices, we cannot take upon us 

pe- 
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peremptorily to afcertain. It were impious to at- 
fign it a (lender Portion. In private and publick 
Exigency we have the Authority of God to plead 
its powerful Efficacy. Hear the Confolation pro- 
miled to the liberal Man in the following Language, 
He /hall not be afraid in the evil Time \ and in the 
Days of Dearth be Jball be fatisfied. Whence the 
Son of Siracb afcribes more Strength to true Bounty 
and Munificence in the perilous Day, than to any 
other Helmet of Salvation : // fhall fight for thee 
againft the Enemy* more than a mighty Shield and 
Jlrong Spear. 

What remains, but that we dedicate ourfelves 
henceforward to God and Goodnefs ? The Time 
paft it more than fuffices to have fpent in Unrigh- 
teoufnefs •, let us redeem the future, and walk with 
greater Vigilance ; and when we go out againft our 
Enemies, whether temporal or fpiritual, foreign or 
domeftick, let us go forth in the Strength of the 
Lord-, let us put on the Armour of Righteouf- 
nefs, as the Colleft for this Seafon of Advent reminds 
us to do ; which can alone render us invulnerable 
againft the King of Terrors : Then may we fhelter 
ourfelves under the Sliadow of God's Wings, and 
appropriate to ourfelves the animating Exhortation, 
once made to Jofhua* Thine Eyes hath feen all that 
the Lord your God hath done unto thefe two Kingdoms ; 
Jo fhall the Lord do unto all the Kingdoms whither 
thou paffeft -, ye fhall not fear them \ for the Lord your 
God fhall fight for you : Which G o d of his infinite 
Mercy grant, for the Sake of his Son, our Saviour, 
Jefus Chrift ; to whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoft, be afcribed all Honour, Adoration, 
Power, Prayer, and Praife, henceforth and for ever- 
more. 

FINIS, 
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